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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /026 W 
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FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3489 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1844 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, SY 
SUBJ: C-130S 

REF: STATE 246256 

1. IN MEETING WITH NIO OFFICER HOSKINSON AND 
AMBASSADOR MAY 17, COS SHIHABI ASKED ABOUT STATUS OF OUR 
"DECISION" ON SELLING C-130S TO DAMASCUS. AMBASSADOR 
REPLIED THAT HE UNAWARE THAT ANY FORMAL REQUEST HAD BEEN 
MADE BY LOCKHEED CORPORATION TO USG ALTHOUGH AT VARIOUS 
TIMES IN THE PAST LOCKHEED REPS HAD MENTIONED SYRIAN INTEREST 
IN PURCHASING C-130. SHIHABI AFFIRMED SARG IS DEFINITELY 
INTERESTED IN PURCHASE. HE DID NOT SPECIFY NUMBERS. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: ADVISE WHETHER LOCKHEED HAS INITIATED 
PROCEDURES FOR SALE OF C-130S TO SARG. 

MURPHY 
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